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host writing (see p10)
might seem like an
occupation reserved for
experienced writers with a
record of being published
but that isn’t the case. My
own background is in true
life magazines and like many
of my colleagues I found
it much easier to write up
someone else’s true story
than create fiction. All of the other skills of storytelling –
voice, pace, structure and so on – are needed but the real life
events provide a useful set of constraints in which to work.
As I’ve said before, such limits help rather than hinder your
creativity because you have something to work with and are
not daunted by a blank page. If you find that people often
tell you things that would make a good story, think about
offering to turn it into a news item, magazine feature or even
a book. It’s a well established way into writing.
Write soon, Carl
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