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an you play chess? I
never could – there was
just too much to learn. Then
a friend gave my children
No Stress Chess. It’s like
a normal chess set but the
board shows the opening
positions, and you play
using cards. These are dealt
randomly and dictate which
pieces you can move each
turn, so it becomes a game of luck rather than skill. It really
does take all the stress out of it. And you soon learn how the
pieces move, and start wishing you’d got a better card so
that you could have done that rather than this, and, without
thinking about it, you’ve started playing chess properly.
That’s why you should try the exercises and prompts in
this magazine, such as the Fiction Square and Flash Comp.
Rather than limiting your creativity, they set you free to
concentrate on learning how to write. It’s your move…
Write soon, Carl

8
10

13
14

17
18

Don’t miss issue #198 on sale from 15 March
Writers’ Forum
Select Publisher Services Ltd
PO Box 6337
Bournemouth BH1 9EH
Tel 01202 586848
Publisher Tim Harris
Editor Carl Styants
Chief SUB Wendy Reed

Photography and artwork
With thanks to Shutterstock
COVER IMAGE frankie’s
© Select Publisher Services Ltd. No part of
this magazine may be reproduced without the
written permission of the publisher.
Writers’ Forum cannot accept responsibility for
any unsolicited material. Writers’ Forum is fully
independent and its views are not necessarily those
of any company mentioned herein. All copyrights
and trademarks are recognised. Every effort has
been made to identify the copyright holders of
images. Writers’ Forum cannot accept responsibility
for inaccuracies or complaints arising from
advertisements featured.

Ad Sales Manager Wendy Kearns
Email advertising@writers-forum.com
Tel 01392 367962
Circulation Manager Tim Harris
Production Manager John Beare
IT Manager Vince Jones

20

Subscription rates (12 issues)

UK £38, Europe £49, ROW £56
Subscription Manager Chris Wigg
Email chris@selectps.com

22

Printed by 

Precision Colour Printing, Halesfield 1,
Stirchley, Telford TF7 4QQ
Distributed by

Seymour Ltd, 2 East Poultry Avenue,
London EC1A 9PT
Registered in England. Registered Number
5450559. Registered Office: Princecroft Willis
LLP, Towngate House, 2-8 Parkstone Road, Poole
BH15 2PW. A catalogue record for this magazine
is available British Library. ISSN 1467-2529

For submissions, visit www.writers-forum.com/contact.html
We reserve the right to edit any article or letter received.
Please note that Writers’ Forum does not carry book reviews.

25

28

headlines
Newsfront The latest in
the world of writing
AUTHOR INTERVIEW
Trials and tribulations
The Witchfinder’s Sister
author Beth
Underwood talks
to Amanda Barton about
the technical and emotional
challenges of writing
historical fiction
Writers’ Circle
Your letters
plus First Draft
FIRST STEPS
No time to write?
Douglas McPherson can help
you gain precious hours
TALES oF MY GURU
Hugh Scott’s mystery mentor
urges writing through rejection
WRITING EXERCISE
Developing ideas Barbara
Dynes shows how to turn
that initial spark into a saleable
story – and sets an exercise
AGONY AUNT
Dear Della Writer Della
Galton answers your queries
CHILDREN’S BOOKS  
Where there’s a
will… When Jackie
Marchant’s series was
dropped by the publisher, she
refused to let it die, she tells
Anita Loughrey
FREELANCE MARKETS
The Magazine Scene
Adam Carpenter’s round-up
of industry news plus Diary
of a freelance hack
FICTION MARKETS
Inside Story Douglas
McPherson explains how he
re-shaped a published story
for the summer market
INDUstry INSIGHT
Submitting your book
Indie publisher Erik Empson
of The Book Folks shares a
successful author pitch, plus
some practical pointers for
your own sub
FLASH COMP
Our writing contest is FREE 
to subscribers
plus The £100 winner of our
horror/ghost story comp

31 EXPERT Insight
Technophobia Keir Thomas
looks at word-processor
options for poets
33 INSPIRATION
Ideas Store Paula Williams
reveals the family events
behind her first story
34 ACHIEVEmENT CALENDAR
March Spring forward with
your writing!
37 story competition
This month’s winners
of £550 in cash prizes
46 FICTION WORKSHOP
What’s the point (of
view)? Fiction editor
Lorraine Mace considers the
difference viewpoint makes
48 THE BUSINESS
Becoming a
writer Kath Kilburn
looks at the benefits
of writing with a partner
50 POETRY WORKSHOP
Spot the difference
Poetry editor Sue Butler
introduces an exercise for two
(or more) to discover your
own uniqueness
plus Experiment
52 Poetry competition
This month’s winner of £100
and a dictionary
54 Writers’ Directory
This month’s events, writing
courses and helpful books
58 MOTIVATION
The Mentor Emily
Cunningham of The Write
Factor agency helps a reader
too stressed to write
60 Writing know-how
Research secrets
Matt Johnson tells
Anita Loughrey how
he researches police
procedure plus Writing
Outlets with Janet Cameron
62 competition calendar
Morgen Bailey speaks to
Fantastic Books publisher, plus
comp news and tips
65 Subscriptions
Get Writers’ Forum delivered
direct to your door
66 Where I write
Phil Barrington visits novelist
Victoria Connelly in Suffolk

Writers’forum #197

3

